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DESCRIPTION 
 
Papers of James Duke Cameron relating to his work with the Conference of Chief Justices, 
the American Bar Association, the University of Virginia LLM program and his writings and 
speeches concerning his views on judicial matters. Also includes correspondence and 
petitions relating to the Republican Party and his elections in 1968 and 1970. 
 
13 Boxes, 6.5 linear ft. 
 
ACQUISITION 
 
Donated by James Duke Cameron in 1992. 
 
ACCESS 
 
There are no restrictions on access to this collection. 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the 
Arizona Historical Society, Tucson, Archives Department. 
 
PROCESSING 
 
The collection was processed by Riva Dean in June 2000. 
 
ARRANGEMENT 
 
1/Articles & Speeches, 2/Judicial Materials, 3/Campaign Materials, 4/Conference of Chief 
Justices, 5/Committees & Associations, 6/University of Virginia. LLM Program 7/Audio 
Tapes - Conference of Chief Justices



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
James Duke Cameron, Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court is a native of Richmond, 
Calif., and began practicing law in 1954 after earning a degree in political science from the 
University of California at Berkeley and a law degree at the University of Arizona. He 
remained in private practice until 1964, serving for six months in 1960 as a Yuma County 
Superior Court judge. In 1965, he was elected as a Republican to a seat on the state Court of 
Appeals, Division 1, where he remained until taking his Supreme Court seat in January 1971. 
He served as chief justice from 1975 to 1980. Cameron gained a nationwide reputation as a 
judicial administrator and is the only Arizona chief justice to have served as chairman of the 
Conference of Chief Justices, a nationwide group. Cameron has served on numerous legal 
committees and boards and has been active in reviewing and updating rules of ethics for 
both lawyers and judges. He retired from the Arizona Supreme Court in 1992. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
The papers of James Duke Cameron reflect Cameron’s political and judicial work primarily 
in the areas beyond his strictly legal opinions. His legal opinions from his casework are not 
represented in this collection. This collection contains Cameron’s work with various 
committees related to law and the judiciary as well as his work on legal education. Political 
work with the Republican Party is represented by correspondence with party officials around 
the state centered on Cameron’s elections in 1968 and 1970. Some judicial materials are 
included including two logbooks (not clearly identified) of Superior Court Cases from 1957-
1968.  
 
SERIES NOTES 
 
Series one contains the writings of James Duke Cameron. This includes speeches and 
articles. Some of the topics are concerned with ethics in the judiciary and politics as well as a 
speech on “Judicial Philosophy.” 
 
Series two contains a variety of judicial materials including Cameron’s materials on 
instructions to new law clerks and materials on the State Justice Institute. Included in this 
series are letters received by Cameron upon his stepping down as chief justice. 
 
Series three are political campaign materials, including correspondence and petitions. The 
1970 campaign is more extensive with materials divided by county. 
 
Series four are Cameron’s materials on the Conference of Chief Justices. The Conference of 
Chief Justices is a national organization comprised of Chief Justices and state court 
administrators from around the country. They are concerned with issues such as state court 
financing, the role of jurors and other issues relating to the judiciary. Cameron organized the 
1979 conference in Phoenix and correspondence and other organizational materials are 
included. 
 
Series five contains Cameron’s papers on his membership and leadership role in various law 
organizations, including the American Bar Association, Judicial Administration Division.  
 



The Sixth series are the papers on the University of Virginia, LLM program. Cameron was 
involved in establishing this advanced degree program for judges and then attended in 1980 
and 1981, received his advanced degree. This series contains his thesis and dissertation, as 
well as his notes and papers.  
 
The Seventh series contains audio-cassette tapes of the 1979 Conference of Chief Justices in 
Phoenix. These ten cassettes are recordings of the proceedings with talks given by Cameron, 
Chief Justice Warren Burger, Evo Deconcini and other justices from around the country.  
 
 



BOX AND FOLDER LIST 
 

Series 1 : Speeches & Articles 
 

Box 1 
 
f. 1  Articles by Cameron, 1977-1979 
f. 2  Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions, 1977 
f. 3  Power of Supreme Court to Integrate Bar Association by Court Rule 
f. 4  Speeches : Confessions, 1969 
f. 5  Speeches : Debate in a Free Society, 1968 
f. 6  Speeches : Judicial Philosophy 
f. 7  Speeches : Inherent Power of the State’s Highest Court in Judicial Discipline 
f. 8  Speeches : Mysterious Demise of Article V,” 1971 
f. 9  Speeches : Place of Judicial Activism 
f. 10 Speeches : Some External Factors Affecting Decision-Making in the Judicial Process, 

1972 
f. 11-14  Speeches, Miscellaneous, 1972-1973 
f. 15 Articles by other authors: “Comparative Reprehensibility” and the Fourth 

Amendment Exclusionary Rule” by Yale Kamisar 
 

Series 2 : Judicial Materials 
Box 2 
 
f. 16-17  Criminal Instructions Notebook 
f. 18  Law Clerk Orientation Material, 1984-1989  
f. 19  Yuma County Criminal Law Project, 1974-19774 
f. 20  Judicial Evaluation Surveys, 1976-1984 
f. 21  Informal Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics File Contents, 1979 
f. 22  KOBA Associates (Consulting Work), 1991 
f. 23   State Justice Institute, 1985 
f. 24  State Justice Institute, Appointments, 1989 
f. 25  State Justice Institute, February 1991 
 
Box 3 
 
f. 26  State Justice Institute, October-December 1991 
f. 27  Letters of Support for John Frank, 1976 
f. 28  Letters Received Upon Stepping Down as Chief Justice, 1979-1980 
f. 29-30  Superior Court Logbook, 1957-1968 
 

Series 3 : Political Campaigns 
 

f. 31   Vote Analysis, 1964-1968 
f. 32  Republican Party, Correspondence, 1966 
f. 33  Campaign, 1968 - Correspondence 
f. 34  Campaign, 1968 - Nomination Papers 
f. 35  Campaign, 1968 - Petitions 



f. 36  Campaign, 1968 - Finances 
f. 37  Campaign, 1968 - News Releases 
 
Box 4 
 
f. 38  Campaign, 1970 - Calendar 
f. 39  Campaign, 1970 - Correspondence with Steve Shadegg 
f. 40  Campaign, 1970 - Correspondence with Barbara West 
f. 41  Campaign, 1970 - Campaign Contribution Correspondence 
f. 42  Campaign, 1970 - Endorsements 
f. 43  Campaign, 1970 - Finances 
f. 44  Campaign, 1970 - Installation Ceremonies 
f. 45  Campaign, 1970 - Miscellaneous 
f. 46  Campaign, 1970 - Petitions 
f. 47  Campaign, 1970 - Press Releases & Articles 
f. 48  Campaign, 1970 - Republican Judges Campaign Committee 
 
Box 5 
 
f. 49  Campaign, 1970 - Apache County 
f. 50  Campaign, 1970 - Cochise County 
f. 51  Campaign, 1970 - Coconino County 
f. 52  Campaign, 1970 - Gila County 
f. 53  Campaign, 1970 - Graham County 
f. 54  Campaign, 1970 - Greenlee County 
f. 55  Campaign, 1970 - Maricopa County 
f. 56  Campaign, 1970 - Mohave County 
f. 57  Campaign, 1970 - Navajo County 
f. 58  Campaign, 1970 - Pima County 
f. 59  Campaign, 1970 - Pinal County 
f. 60  Campaign, 1970 - Santa Cruz County 
f. 61  Campaign, 1970 - Yavapai County 
f. 62  Campaign, 1970 - Yuma County 

 
Series 4 : Conference of Chief Justices 

Box 6 
 
f. 63  Conference of Chief Justices - History, 1986 
f. 64  Conference of Chief Justices, Papers, 1975-1976 
f. 65-69  Conference of Chief Justices, Memos & Correspondence, 1976-1979 
 



Box 7 
 
f. 70-74  Conference of Chief Justices, Annual & Mid-year Meetings, 1976-1979 
 
Box 8 
 
f. 75-80  Conference of Chief Justices, Annual & Mid-year Meetings, 1979-1982 
 

Series 5 : Committees & Associations 
 

Box 9 
 
f. 81-85 American Bar Association. Judicial Administration Division. Appellate 

Judges Division Conference, 1977-1978 
f. 86-89 American Bar Association. Judicial Administration Division. Commission to 

Study Question of Judicial Membership in Clubs that invidiously 
discriminate, 1980-1981 

f. 90 American Bar Association. Judicial Administration Division - Publications 
 
Box 10 
 
f. 91 American Bar Association. Judicial Administration Division - Subcommittee 

on Education, 1991 
f. 92 American Bar Association. Appellate Judges’ Conference : “Standards 

Relating to Judicial Discipline & Disability Retirement” 
f. 93 American Bar Association. Central Staff Attorneys Organization, 1976 
f. 94 American Bar Association. Mayflower Group, 1978 
f. 95-96 National Center for Automated Information Retrieval, 1990-1991   
 

Series 6 : University of Virginia. LLM Program 
 

f. 97-100  University of Virginia. LLM Program Committee, 1977-1978 
 
Box 11 
 
f. 101-107 University of Virginia. LLM Program Committee, 1979-1981 
f. 108 University of Virginia. LLM Program - Cameron’s Application, 1980 
f. 109 University of Virginia. LLM Program - Article, 1980 
f. 110 University of Virginia. LLM Program - Correspondence, 1991 
f. 111 University of Virginia. LLM Program - Papers, 1981 
f. 111 University of Virginia. LLM Program - Thesis, 1981 
f. 112 University of Virginia. LLM Program - Dissertation, 1982 
f. 114 University of Virginia. LLM Program - Notes (1A) 
 
Box 12 
 
f. 115-119 University of Virginia. LLM Program - Notes (1A)-(3B) 
f. 120 Photograph - Portrait of James Duke Cameron, ca. 1970 



   
Series 7 : Audio tapes - Conference of Chief Justices, Proceedings, 1979. 

 
Box 13 
 
Tape #1 Side 1: Burger 
 Side 2: Cameron, I’Anson, Denicke, Kane, Shepard, Kane, Nichols 
 
Tape #2 Side 1: Nichols, Kane, England 
 Side 2: Kane, Rabinowitz, Cingcade 
 
Tape #3 Side 1: I’Anson, Denecke, Torbert, Denecke, Murphy 
 Side 2: Denicke, Hicks, Denecke, Barney, Denecke 
 
Tape #4 Side 1: Griswald 
 Side 2: Haynsworth 
 
Tape #5 John Frank, C. J. Burger, McKusick, Feinberg, Monbray, Heflin,  
 Cameron 
 
Tape #6 Side 1: Sheran, DeConcini, Sheran 
 Side 2: Heflin 
 
Tape #7 Sheran, Prinple, Heflin, DeConcini, Swegle, DeConcini, Heflin, Primple, 

Deconcini, Feinberg, Sheran, Feinberg, Pringle, Sheran, Cameron 
 
Tape #8 Side 1: Cameron, Overton, Harrison  
 Side 2: Harrison, Overton, Paskoe 
 
Tape #9 Overton, Cameron, Hufstedler 
 
Tape #10 Cameron, Hufsteder 
 
  
 


