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DESCRIPTION 
 
Collection consists of business and personal correspondence, financial documents and 
ledgers of and relating to the Octave Mining Company and its subsidiary, the Central 
Arizona Electric Company. The collection includes correspondence with Arizona state 
officials and regulators as well as engineers, banks and company shareholders and investors 
regarding mine business. In addition, there are many legal and financial documents and 
letters related to the Octave Mining Company’s bankruptcy and its aftermath.  
 
3 boxes plus outside items, 3.5 linear ft. 
 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
The Octave Mining Company was chartered on November 28, 1906, by the Charles E. 
Miesse Company of Chicago after favorable gold and ore deposits were located near 
Wickenburg. Octave Mining Company property encompassed some 380 acres and six 
patented lode claims as well as six side claims. The company’s operations were financed by 
the sale of its stocks and bonds and at one time Octave Mining Co. was worth 
approximately $1,750,000. In February of 1909, the company expanded its operations to 
include the Central Arizona Electric Company and its power plant located in Wickenburg. 
The Central Arizona Electric Company provided power both to the mine itself and local 
business and residential consumers. After mining nearly two million dollars worth of gold 
and ore the Octave Mining Company declared bankruptcy in October 1910. Following a 
failed reorganizing effort on behalf of its shareholders, the mine and equipment were sold in 
1912 for $35,000 at a total loss to investors.  
 
ACQUISITION 
 
Unknown. 
 
ACCESS 
 
There are no restrictions on access to this collection. 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the 
Arizona Historical Society - Tucson, Archives Department. 
 
PROCESSING 
 
The Collection was processed by Casey Hutchison in March 2011.  



 
 
Box 1: 
 
f.1 Miscellaneous Correspondence     1910 – 1912 
f.2 C.E. Miesse Correspondence      1911 – 1912 
f.3 Investors’ and Stockholders’ Correspondence (1 of 2)     1907 – 1908, 1910 – 1911 
f.4 Investors’ and Stockholders’ Correspondence (2 of 2)   1911 – 1914 
f.5 John Page and E.S. Clark Bankruptcy Correspondence  1912 – 1914 
f.6 E.S. Clark Correspondence (1 of 2)     1910 – 1911 
f.7 E.S. Clark Correspondence (2 of 2)     1911 – 1912 
f.8 W.L. Coffin Correspondence      1910 – 1913 
f.9 J.M. Boner Correspondence       1913 
f.10 Henry Gibbs Correspondence      1911 – 1912 
f.11 F.J. DeGriess Correspondence      1907 – 1908 
f.12 James Michels, Sr. Correspondence      1908 
f.13 W.W. Lewis Correspondence       1908 
f.14 Edwin Gillis Correspondence      1911 – 1912 
f.15 Joseph Head Correspondence       1911 
f.16 E. Reissman Correspondence      1911 – 1912 
f.17 A.E. Hurley Correspondence      1907 – 1908 
  
 
Box 2: 
 
f.18 S. Lambert, D. Lear, Ed. Lidstone Correspondence   1913 – 1914 
f.19 Pearley Jewett Correspondence      1914 
f.20 J.J. Hawkins and T.H. Harrison Correspondence   1912 – 1914 
f.21 E.K. Hum Correspondence       1906 
f.22 Bank of Arizona Correspondence     1910 – 1912 
f.23 Alberta Hunting Correspondence      1908 
f.24 Samuel Prince Correspondence      1912 
f.25 Richard Lamson Correspondence     1911 – 1914 
f.26 H.C. Gibbs and Co.       1912 – 1914 
f.27 Hatch and Hough Insurance      1908 – 1909 
f.28 Martindell, Horne and Co.      1910 – 1912 
f.29 Edwin Marden, National Cooperative Realty Co.   1907 – 1908 
f.30 Moore and Handley Hardware Co.      1908 
f.31 Vulture Mining Co. Machinery Purchase     1913 
f.32 Eureka Stone and Ore Crusher Company    1912 – 1913 
f.33 Hurley Estimate of Tonnage       1906 
f.34 C.S. Moore Engineers: Contracts     1908 – 1909 
f.35 Frank Little Bonding       1907 – 1908 
f.36 Octave Mining Co. By-laws       N.D. 
f.37 Affidavit of Publication: The Southwestern Stockman    1907 
f.38 Miscellaneous Financial Documents     1907 – 1909 
f.39 Coded Telegram and Translation      1908 
f.40 Statements and Reports      1909 – 1910 
f.41 Octave Balance Sheets       1908 – 1910 
f.42 Stockholders’ Meeting Minutes      1907 – 1909 
f.43 Octave Stock Applications       1909 



f.44 Octave Director’s Stock       1906 
f.45 Octave Stock Subscriptions      1905 – 1909 
f.46 Octave Bond Subscriptions       1906 
f.47 Stock Transfer Correspondence      N.D. 
f.48 Stock Sales in France        1907 
f.49 Kate Q. Roberts Stock Assignment      1909 
f.50 Stockholder Inspection Reports     1907 – 1908 
f.51 H.P. Davis Lease        1910 
 
 
Box 3: 
 
f.52 Prescott National Bank Deposit Slips     1907 – 1909 
f.53 H.E. Davis Agreements       1909 
f.54 Carpenter Agreements        1910 
f.55 Fuel Oil Agreement        1905 
f.56 Z.B. Campbell as Treasurer       1909 
f.57 Tax Correspondence       1910 – 1912 
f.58 Notice of Mining Location       1909 
f.59 J. Nelson Nevius Correspondence     1911 – 1912 
f.60 Octave Mining Company Statements     1907 – 1908 
f.61 Indenture Papers       1906 – 1909 
f.62 W.S. Holland Warranty Deeds      1908 – 1909 
f.63 Miscellaneous Resolutions      1908 – 1909 
f.64 Bankruptcy Records (1 of 2)      1911 – 1912 
f.65 Bankruptcy Records (2 of 2)      1911 – 1912 
f.66 Deeds to OMC and CAEC       1912 
f.67 Warranty Deed OMC to CAEC      1909 
f.68 J.E. Russell Correspondence      1912 – 1913 
f.69 W.R. Curry Correspondence      1913 – 1914 
f.70 Grand Ave. Garage and Machine Co.      1913 
f.71 Condon Construction Company Correspondence   1912 – 1913 
f.72 Lawsuit Against OMC and CAEC      N.D. 
f.73 OMC and CAEC Shareholders      N.D. 
f.74 Board of Directors’ Minutes      1906 – 1909 
f.75 CAEC Director’s Stock       1908 
f.76 OMC and CAEC Committee Report      1909 
f.77 ‘Advantages of’ CAEC Report       N.D. 
f.78 Bankruptcy Notice        1912 
f.79 CAEC Coupons – Paid and Cancelled      1909 
      
 
Outside Items: 
 
OMC Accounts        1906 – 1909 
OMC and CAEC Ledger       1906 – 1909 
OMC Ledger         1906 – 1909 
OMC Outstanding Checks       1907 – 1909 
OMC Expenses, Central Account Ledger     1907 – 1908 
OMC Monthly Disbursement Sheets      1907 – 1909 
OMC Receipts         1909 – 1910 



OMC Expenses        1908 – 1909 
OMC Cash Book         1909 
OMC Balances         1909 – 1910 
 


