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Letter from the President 
Voie S. Chase Coy, Ph.D.
Dear Members and Friends,

“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin, and culture is like a 
tree without roots.” Marcus Garvey.

In my first year as Board President, the Arizona Historical Society (AHS) 
experienced a time of immense change that is moving us to carry out our revised 
mission of “Connecting people through the power of Arizona’s history”.

In April 2018 after an extensive nationwide search, the board of directors was 
unanimous in selecting W. James Burns, Ph.D. as the executive director of AHS. 
Dr. Burns’ background is versatile, having worked in history, anthropology, 
and art museums in four states over a period of nearly 30 years, including 

organizations in Flagstaff, Phoenix, Tempe, Tucson, and Wickenburg. His academic background is grounded 
in Arizona history, and the relationships he has built over the years will aid the Society in its fundraising 
efforts.

With the hiring of a new executive director, it was appropriate for the AHS Executive Board and staff to 
examine the vision, mission and governance of the Society. After many meetings and intense discussion, the 
Board approved a new mission statement that reflects the energy and goals for making the AHS a leader 
among historical organizations.

“Connecting people through the power of Arizona’s history.”
With this revised mission statement, our new vision will help guide our path forward into the future and in 
creating a strategic plan that reflects these goals and values.

“The Arizona Historical Society seeks to be the driving force strengthening 
Arizona’s communities by promoting history through leadership, 
partnership and scholarship.”

Following those revisions, the Executive Committee recommended a new Policy Governance Model which 
was approved by the AHS Executive Board and by the full board at the Tombstone board meeting. The 
strength of this governance model is to encourage results for people rather than promoting organizational 
busy-ness.

In closing, there are many who need to be thanked. An important and vital component for the success of the 
AHS is the support groups. They contribute countless volunteer hours and thousands of dollars for the love 
of history. The board, staff, and citizens of Arizona are most appreciative of your efforts

I would like to express deep gratitude to the State Board of Directors during this transition and for all their 
work during the search. Thank you to all the board committees for their time, expertise, and support to 
continue the work of AHS.

I would also like to thank the AHS staff and volunteers for their hard work in all locations across Arizona. Staff 
and volunteers make our spaces welcoming to visitors, students, families, and researchers from all over the 
world to experience our museums, programs, events, exhibits, archives, and more.

Finally, I would like to recognize and personally thank Mr. William Ponder, Deputy Director and Chief 
Operating Office for serving as Interim Executive Director during the Executive Director search. His 
background with the Society, knowledge, insightfulness, and efficaciousness made the selection process run 
smoothly. 

It is my honor to have served as your 2018 President. I look forward to the future as we continue to change, 
grow, and share our progress with you.

Voie S. Chase Coy, PhD, was born in Yuma, AZ, grew up and lived in 
Kingman and Flagstaff. After graduating from Flagstaff High School 
he received a Bachelor of Science in Business, Master of Science, and 
Educational Specialist from Northern Arizona University and Doctor of 
Philosophy from Arizona State University. He retired as the Executive 
Director Arizona Interscholastic Association. Throughout his career he 
was an Assistant-Professor NAU, Principal of Washington High School, a 
teacher and administrator at Casa Grande Union High School, Assistant 
Principal at Paradise Valley High School, a consultant for Pete, Marwick, 
Mitchell and Associates, and was the Director of the Community 
Organization for Drug Abuse Control.

He has been active in the community serving as president and member 
of Paradise Valley Board of Education; Board of Regents of Brophy 
College Preparatory; Bank of Paradise Valley Board of Directors; 
Maricopa County School Board Association; Board of Directors of 
the Northern Arizona Pioneer Historical Society; President of Arizona 
Historical Society, Northern Chapter; Sedona Historical Society; Rotary, 
and is a member of Sons of the American Revolution. He has served as 
the national president of NFHS and has been honored as a recipient in 
the Hall of Fame for AIAAA, CGUHS, and is in the Circle of Excellence for 
North Central Association.

arizona historical society board member

Board President
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Financial Overview:  July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018 

Board of Directors

Board Members

Board Officers

Joseph Abodeely, Pinal County
Robert Ballard, Mohave County
Douglas Barlow, Greenlee County
Jackie Berkowitz, At-Large
Lorna Brooks, Yuma County
Janice Bryson, At-Large
Thomas Foster, Eastern Chapter
Douglas Hocking, Cochise County
Robin Horta, Gila County
Philip Horwitz, Southern Chapter
John Lacy, Pima County
Patrick Lukens, Graham County

Leonard Marcisz, At-Large
Jeannine Moyle, At-Large
Richard Oldham, LaPaz County
Meredith Peabody, Yavapai County
William Porter, Mohave County
Thomas Rose, Coconino County
Gregory Scott, Santa Cruz County
James Snitzer, Navajo County
Marshall Trimble, At-Large
Michael Wade, Maricopa County
Linda Whitaker, At-Large

November 2017 - June 2018 Officers
Voie Coy, President, Northern Chapter 
Kelly Corsette, Vice President, Central Chapter
Bruce Gwynn, Secretary, Rio Colorado Chapter 
Dennielle “Dolly” Patterson, Treasurer,  Apache County

July - November 2017 Officers
George Flores, President, At-Large 
Voie Coy, Vice President, Northern Chapter
Gregory Scott, Secretary Santa Cruz County
Kelly Corsette, Treasurer, Central Chapter

 

 

Grants & Miscellaneous

Donations

Earned Income*

Appropriations

$

$ 3,179,800

$ 827,032

$ 207,778
1

6
6

,6
2

8

Rent

Utilities

Employee-Related Expenses

Operations

Salaries

$ 1,460,302

$ 1,613,445

$ 713,933

$ 370,693 $ 28,976

*Earned Income includes membership dues, 
admissions, rental and program fees

Revenue
$4,381,238

Expenditures
$4,187,349
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Arizona Historical Society celebrates its members. Below we give special recognition and thanks to 
those who have contributed a total of $100 or more in gifts and/or through membership between 
July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018.

Arizona Historical Society Members

Director’s Circle - $1000

Annemarie and Richard Zimmerman
Dr. C. Gilbert Storms
Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Patricia Pettis
Deborah Bateman
Diane Melissa Mendez Padelford
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin David Hetz
Count Ferdinand von Galen
Mr. & Mrs. Harry and Sandra Carson
Mr. & Mrs. John and Terry Lacy
John F. Long Foundation
Marshall and Vanessa Trimble
Patricia Haven Byrne
Mr. & Mrs. Preston Thomas Brown, Jr.
Rowene Aguirre-Medina & Roy G. Medina
Historical League, Inc.

Ambassador - $500

Dr. Andrew Wallace
David L. and Andrea Robertson
Ms. Diana Hadley
Mr. Donal Drayne
Ms Elizabeth Stewart
Erik Berg & Shay Pearce
Mr. & Mrs. George and Marjorie  Cunningham
John and Vicki Beaver
Ms. Kristie Miller
Dr. Kurt Slobodzian & Ms. Patricia Weegar
Mrs. Patricia Davis Brandt
R  Keith and Cynthia J Newlon
Mr. Raymond Cavaletto Martinez
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Mary Ward
Mr. & Mrs. S. Harry Robertson
Dr. & Mrs. Voie Stuart Chase Coy
L. Ron Hubbard House at Camelback

Patron - $250

Mr. & Mrs. Al and Ruth McLeod
Anne Sapp
Dr. Anne Woosley & Mr. Allan McIntyre
Barbara Macnider & Michael Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Alice Roe
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos and Sharon Ronstadt
Carolyn and John Davis
Charles and Dee Steen
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Jonaitis
Dr. Charlton Alan Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Dan and Bettina Lyons
Mr. Dan W Messersmith

David Garcia
Ms. Dianne Langmade
Don and Carol Luckie
Mr. Frank M Barrios
Mr. Gary Gimenez
George Flores
Mr. George Nackard
Greg and Marty Scott
Howard C Meyers
I. Holly Rosenthal
J. D. and B. J. Carter
Mr. James B Rolle, III
Mr. Jere Baker
Mr. Jim Gilley
Joe and Alma Nackard
Mr. and Mrs.Joe and Kathay Ladrigan
Mr. John F Colvin
Mr. and Mrs.Jon and Caroline Jessen
Dr. Judson Hawk
Ms. June Caldwell Martin
Mr. Kerry Brough
Kim Frontz
Ms. and Mr. Lee Ana and Gary Kains
Ms. Lynn La Brie
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Baumrind
Meredith Peabody
Michael Baldwin
Michael and Maryann Wade
Michael F Salvo
Nadine and Arlene Delgado
Mr. and Mrs.Neil and Monica Smith
Ms. Norma Jean Coulter
The Hon. and Mrs. P Robert Fannin
Pat Jessup
Mr. Peter Taylor
Mr. and Mrs.Richard and Benita Boyd
Mr. and Mrs.Richard and Pamela Burke
Mr. Richard C Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderson
Mr. Samuel W Dougan
Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Carolyn Van Nort
Mrs. Susan Bain
Susan Dale
Mr. Thomas E Macia
Mr. Vincent J Cattolica
Mr. and Mrs.William & Eileen Vasko
Mr. & Mrs. William and Deanna Garbarino
William W Jenney, Jr.
Ms. Burgoyne
Smith Farms

Steward - $100 

Adela and Henry Hice
Mrs. Alice Ellsworth
Allen Desmond
Anders Aman
Ms. Anita W Scales
Anne Lupica
Mr. Art Adams.
Mrs. Barbara Chinworth
Barbara Kelly
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Friedman
Ms. Beatrice A. Kabler
Mr. Bill Duffy
Mr. Bill Moody
Mr. Bluebird (John) Crossman
Bret Wirta
Brian Blue
Mr. Bruce Gilleland
Bruce and Debbie Gwynn
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce and Gail Grossetta
Mr. Carl Berkhout
Carl J Schmidlapp
Carmen Dolny
Ms. Carol A Johnston
Mrs. Carol Coffelt St. Clair
Ms. Charity Everitt
Mr. Charles B Hintz
Mr. Charles V Ruiz
Ms. Corkey Ronstadt
Mr. Dale Neiburg
Dale and Jody Hoskins
Dave Turpie
Dave and Brenda Wiersma
David Downes & Jane Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. David Hann
Mr. David R Jackson
Mr. Dennis McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis and Jackie Coates
Mr. Don Monaghan
Mr. & Mrs. Donald L Burgess
Earl Zarbin
Mr. Edwin Delph
Mrs. Elaine Jacobsen
Elaine and Michael Becherer
Elizabeth Yerxa Layton, Ph.D.
Eric and Julie Williamson
Dr. Fred Christensen
Senator Gail Griffin
Dr.  and Mrs. George Bandy
Dr. George Deckey
Prof. George Webb
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Steward - $100

Ms. Georgiana Boyer
Gerald Miller
Gerry and Liz Whitaker
Gwen Groth
Dr. Heidi Osselaer
Helen S and John P Schaefer
Mr. Howard Lilley
Jack M  Lapidos
Mrs. & Mr. Jacqueline and Aaron Berkowitz
James Critchley, Jr
Mr. James ElDr.idge
Mr. & Mrs. James and Betty Jo Martin
Mr. & Mrs. James and Christina Ronstadt
James L McMeekin
Jamie Verwys
Janet Fireman
Mrs. and Mr. Janice and Robert Cleere
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Ronstadt
Jennifer Gross
Jerome Ehrhardt & June Freden
Mr. & Mrs. Joe and Betty Harris
Mr. John Boylan
Mr. John Martin
John Micek & Nancy Fuller
John and Cindy Millikin
Dr. and Mrs. John and Constance Ziegler
Mr. John L Wikle
Mr. & Mrs. John R. & Christine Augustine
Joseph Kane
Katie and Joe Magee
Ms. Kay Benedict
Kelly Corsette
Dr. and Mrs. Ken Iserson
Mr. & Mrs. Ken and Mary Ellen Mylrea
Mrs. Lea R Ward
Lee H and Marianne Burton
Ms. Leeann Jones Wieser
Ms. Leone L Mohney
Leone Nell Smets
Ms. Linda S Head
Lionel Jacobs, IV
Lisa & Phil Petersen
Mr. & Mrs. Lon Lee
Mr. Louis Didier
Mrs. Margaret Calfee
Margaret J Clark
Ms. Margaret Truman Baker
Ms. Maria Salaiz-Valdez
Marie Kidder
Ms. Marilyn M Abraham
Mr. Marvin L Kaiser
Dr. Mary Lee Fitzgerald
Ms. Mary Noon Kasulaitis
Mr. Maury Herman

Mr. Michael Anderson
Mr. Michael Girand
Mr. Michael Haake
Mr. Mike McKeown
Mike and Lynne Pancrazi
Mr. Mitchel Medigovich
Ms. Nancy Flora
Ms. Nancy Wright
Dr. and Mrs. Neil and Carol West
Ms. Norma Davenport
Oscar F. Schraml
Ms. Pam Knight Stevenson
Ms. Patricia Loven
Ms. Patricia Ryland
Mr. Paul Stewart
Ms. Pearl Aikens
Peggy and Skip Carney
Mrs. Peggy Pertuit Morehouse
Mr. Perry Schuman
Mr. & Mrs. Peter and Ann Rathwell
Peter and Cathy Jolma
Phillip and Debbie Townsend
Mr. Pierce A Chamberlain
Ms. Rachel Stallworth
Ralph Wong and Susanne Walsh
Mr. Rene Redondo
Richard Benda
Mr. and Dr. Richard and Barbara Jaquay
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Betty Fridena
Mr. & Mrs. Rick and Sue Sparrold
Mr. Robert Paul
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Roe
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Adrienne Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Robin Parke
Mr. Rodney Roeske
Mr. Roger Callen Slugg
Mr. Roger H Taft
Mr. & Mrs. Ron and Sue Detrick
Mr. Ronald Benson
Mr. and Ms. Ronald and Christine Houser
Mr. Sam Pappas
Sandra Bruner
Dr. Sandra  Engoron-March
Sarah Congdon & John Leech
Shara Merten
Mrs. and Mr. Shelly and Gordon Dudley
Ms. Sherry Rampy
Ms. Shirley Dr.esbach
Shirley Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley and Davya Cohen
Mrs. Stephany Radke
Mr.  and Mrs. Stewart Chan
Ms. Sue Carter
Susan Hayes
Susan Johnson
Ms. Susanne Durling

Ms. Tawn Downs
Mr. Ted H Eyde
The Jewish History Museum
The Tubac Historical Society
Tim Kjellberg
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy and Sarah Harrington
Mr. Tom Chauncey
Dr. and Mrs. Tom and Zona Lorig
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy and Margot 
Friedmann
U Kelasa
Valerie Adams.
Ms. Vicki Schwager
Mr. & Mrs. Walt and Lew Armer
Mr. Walter Lane
Walter Weirich
Dr. William Doelle
Mr. & Mrs. WilliamParker
Mr. & Mrs. William Sawyer
Mr. & Mrs. William and Liisa Wilder
Mr. William W Phillips
Bullion Plaza Cultural Center & Museum
Glendale Arizona Historical Society
Greenlee County Historical Society
Litchfield Park Historical Society
Mohave Museum of History and Arts
Navajo County Historical Society
Old Pueblo Trolley, Inc.
Pioneers’ Cemetery Association
Show Low Historical Society, Inc.
Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area Corp
Yuma Visitors Bureau

Arizona Historical Society Members
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Support Groups
The Arizona Historical Society warmly appreciates the support of these organizations. 

Central Arizona Chapter Board
Eastern Arizona Chapter Board
Northern Arizona Chapter Board
Rio Colorado Chapter Board
Southern Arizona Chapter Board
Arizona Pathfinders, Inc.
Friends of Arizona History
Friends of the Arizona Historical Society, Inc.
Friends of The Journal of Arizona History
Fund of Central Arizona History
Historical League, Inc.
Los Amigos
Northern Arizona Pioneers’ Historical Society
Riordan Action Network
Yuma County Historical Society

Grantors
The Arizona Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our grantors.

Arizona Public Service
Arizona Community Foundation
Kemper and Ethel Marley Foundation
Salt River Project

Memorial and Honor Gifts
Gifts were received in memory of these individuals

Arthur Welsh
Margaret Dawn
Mary Lee Fitzgerald
Irving B. Rosenthal
In honor of Jane Thompson
In honor of Dr. and Mrs Robert Kravitz
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Donors

$1000-$2499

APS

Katherin L. Chase

Jon and Caryll Kyl

Curtis S. Scaife

The Thunderbirds

Charlton Alan Wilson

Preston Thomas Brown, Jr.

Marshall Trimble

Michael Baldwin

Deborah Bateman

Annemarie and Richard Zimmerman

John and Terry Lacy

Arizona State History Convention, Inc

$25000+

C. R. Krimminger Fund
The Steele Foundation
$10000-$24999

Riordan Action Network
Victor W. Kramer Charitable Trust

$2500-$9999

The Kemper & Ethel Marley Foundation
Mahaffy Survivor Trust
Mary Lee Fitzgerald
The Rizley Family Foundation
SRP

A Note to Our Donors - A sincere effort has been made to honor every contributor appropriate for the giving categories appearing in this 
publication. It is possible, however, that names have been inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed. If you notice an error, please contact us at 
membership@azhs.gov so the record may be corrected

The Arizona Historical Society is deeply appreciative to its donors who generously support us. 
Below we give special recognition and thanks to those who have contributed a total of $100 or 
more in gifts between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018.
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Donors

$500-$999

Dial Family Fund
Freeport-McMoRan Foundation
Judson Hawk
Elizabeth Stewart
Howard Terpning
Voie Stuart Chase Coy
William and Deanna Garbarino
Dan and Bettina Lyons
John and Vicki Beaver
Bill J. Harrison
William Porter
Robert and Mary Ward
Arizona Pathfinders Inc,
Hamilton Endowment Fund 
Lorraine Maria
S. Harry Robertson
Rowene Aguirre-Medina & Roy G. Medina
Harry and Sandra Carson
Edwin David Hetz
Diane Melissa Mendez Padelford
Charles and Patricia Pettis
Patricia Haven Byrne
Historical League, Inc.
John F. Long Foundation
C. Gilbert Storms
Ferdinand von Galen

$250-$499

Brad and Paige Brainard
Michele Hughes
W. A. McGibbon
Sandra Brantley, 
Burgoyne
Duffie Westheimer
I. Holly Rosenthal
Don and Carol Luckie
Louis D. Bennett
Gary Gimenez
Howard C. Meyers
Michael F. Salvo
Erik Berg & Shay Pearce
George Cunningham
Raymond Cavaletto Martinez
R. Keith and Cynthia J. Newlon
Kurt Slobodzian and Ms Patricia 
Weegar
Patricia Davis Brandt
Donal Drayne
Fisher’s Landing, Inc.
Diana Hadley
L. Ron Hubbard House at Camelback
Robert Paul
Andrew Wallace

$100-$249

Joe E. Abodeely
Joseph Acker
Judy Blackwell
Steven and Katherine Cobb
Rick and Brenda Emry
Mary and Robert Grassi
Mark Hackbarth
Peter and Meg Hovell
Bruce and Sherri Jackson
Jaquay, Richard and Barbara
William W. Jenney, Jr.
Peter and Cathy Jolma
Joseph Kane
Jacquelyn Kasper
Jack M. Lapidos
Howard Lilley
Motorola Solutions Foundation
Jean and John Payne
Michael P. Roca
Oscar F. Schraml
Wylene Vinall
James M. Webb
Leeann Jones Wieser
Gordon Thompson
Marianne Ayres
Janice Cleere
Don Davis
Louis Didier
A. F. Lockwood
Charles and Susan Ott
William W. Phillips
Earle Spamer
Salvatore Zagona
Janice Ryan Bryson
Donald L. Burgess
Edward Curley
Jeannine and James Moyle
Yuma County Historical Society
Robert Anderson
Martin Baumrind
Richard and Benita Boyd
Richard and Pamela Burke
J. D. and B. J. Carter
Carolyn and John Davis
Nadine and Arlene Delgado
P. Robert Fannin
Jon and Caroline Jessen
Charles W. Jonaitis
Lee Ana and Gary Kains
Joe and Kathay Ladrigan
Barbara Macnider & Michael Sullivan
Al and Ruth McLeod
Joe and Alma Nackard
Bill and Alice Roe

Carlos Ronstadt
Greg and Marty Scott
Monica Smith
Charles and Dee Steen
Steve and Carolyn Van Nort
William & Eileen Vasko
Michael Wade
Anne Woosley & Allan McIntyre
Walt Armer
Susan Bain
Jere Baker
Frank M. Barrios
Kerry Brough
Vincent J. Cattolica
John F. Colvin
Norma Jean Coulter
Susan Dale
John Dawn, III
George Flores
Kim Frontz
David Garcia
Jim Gilley
William W. Jenney, Jr.
Pat Jessup
Lynn La Brie
Dianne Langmade
Thomas E. Maci
Leonard J. Marcisz
June Caldwell Martin
Lucy Masterman
Dan W. Messersmith
George Nackard
Meredith Peabody
Herschel Richter
Anne Sapp
Richard C. Shaw
Peter Taylor
Charlton Alan Wilson
Kaimas Foundation
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Letter from the Deputy Director & COO 
William Ponder

Interim Executive Director, 2017-2018

2017-2018: A Step Into the Future

The fiscal year 2018 proved to be a year of transition for the Arizona Historical Society (AHS). Our former 
Executive Director retired at the beginning of the year, and ten months later our new Executive Director, 
Dr. James Burns, stepped in to chart a new course. During that time period, the Board of Directors 
appointed me to the interim position.

An interim position can be challenging, especially if it is for an extended period. Do you follow the 
previously established course or is there the freedom to make changes? Moreover, how much change 
is acceptable; especially knowing that the agency has launched a national search for a director who will 
undoubtedly bring his or her own vision?

I was very fortunate that I had strong support from the entire Board of Directors. In addition, Dr. Voie 
Coy, Board President, and I developed an excellent working relationship. We collaborated on a daily 
basis on the key issues facing the agency; from choosing the search firm and managing the selection 
process to working with the Governor’s Office, legislature and support groups. We also spent a great 
deal of time working together on the established Board and Executive priorities.

During this period of transition, the staff continued to work together to accomplish their goals, adapting 
to the changing environment. Their support and continued focus on the tasks at hand in the face of 
dramatic change, and a nearly 25% reduction in staffing due to retirements and relocation, was critical 
to the successful achievement of the Executive’s priorities. Those priorities included establishing and 
testing new technologies, expanding National History Day, and working to develop exhibits based 
on our January 8th Foundation collection. A major priority was to increase targeted earned income 
categories by 5%. This team of dedicated professionals also attacked and exceeded the fiscal goals by 
10%.

Looking back on this time of transition, my appreciation and heartfelt thanks extend to both the Board 
of Directors and the wonderful staff for the energy and effort they placed into making fiscal 2018 so 
successful. Having this success made it all the easier to turn over the reins to Dr. Burns and begin to 
focus on making his dynamic vision for AHS a success. 

Following an extensive nationwide search, Dr. Burns accepted the Board’s offer to become the new 
Executive Director of the Arizona Historical Society effective April 9, 2018. Burns came to AHS after 
leading esteemed cultural institutions across the state, including the Desert Caballeros Western Museum 
in Wickenburg. His background is grounded in Arizona history, and the relationships he has built 
during his career will help guide AHS into its new future. We are excited to work together with Dr. Burns 
during this transformative time and build a national reputation for AHS as a leader among 21st-century 
historical organizations.
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