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MS 0341 
Hayes, Benjamin Ignatius, 1815-1877 
Transcript of forty-niners diary, 1849 

 
 
 
 

DESCRIPTION 
 
Typescript copy of a diary of forty-niner Benjamin Hayes covering the portion of his journey 
from Socorro, New Mexico to Warner's Ranch in southern California, September 1849 to 
February 1850.  The diary contains detailed observations of their route, trees and plants, 
animals and fish, illness and death, other companies encountered, towns visited, and Indian 
villages.  It also contains a summary of miles traveled per day.  He describes San Xavier 
Mission's interior and village, Tucson, trading with the Pima Indians, and crossing the 
Colorado. 
 
1 box, .25 linear ft. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Lawyer and forty-niner, Benjamin Hayes traveled from Independence, Missouri on Sept. 10, 
1849 and arrived in Los Angeles on February 26, 1850.  He became a prominent judge and 
civic leader in Los Angeles. 
 
ACQUISITION 
 
Copied from the original held by the Bancroft Library in Berkeley, California. 
 
ACCESS 
 
There are no restrictions on access to these materials. 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be addressed to the 
Bancroft Library. 
 
PROCESSING 
 
Kim Frontz prepared this finding aid in September 2003.   


