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Suggested NHD Topics with Arizona ties incorporating the 2026 NHD theme Revolution, Reaction, and Reform in History

· [bookmark: _Hlk207802995]Farm worker rights with Cesar Chavez; note participation of Alfredo Gutierrez at https://historicalleague.org/projects/alfredo-gutierrez/
Cesar Chavez’s second fast was at Santa Rita Community Center in Phoenix. It would be possible to have many primary sources and first-person interviews from participants.

· 56 years after being kicked out of ASU, Alfredo Gutierrez received his bachelor’s degree in 2024. https://historicalleague.org/projects/alfredo-gutierrez/


· Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ending the Mexican American War (1846-1848) and defining the border between the United States and Mexico 

· Native Americans’ Right to Vote in Arizona - 1948

· [bookmark: _Hlk207803268]Women’s right to vote in the Arizona Constitution of 1912, the initiative in the original Arizona Constitution; view Edwynne “Polly” Cutler Rosenbaum at  https://historicalleague.org/projects/edwynne-polly-cutler-rosenbaum/

· Edwynne “Polly” Cutler Rosenbaum and seven other women legislators searched the Arizona constitution and eliminated the word “male” as a requirement for an elected state office; see https://historicalleague.org/projects/edwynne-polly-cutler-rosenbaum/ 

· Funding the Roosevelt Dam 

· Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) negotiated at the Heard Museum; view Michael J. Fox at https://historicalleague.org/projects/michael-j-fox/ 

· Indian Wars in Arizona; forced relocation of Native American tribes

· Revolution in care for individuals with autism, from early 1900s to today; consider Denise Resnik https://historicalleague.org/projects/denise-d-resnik/ and 
Southwest Autism Research & Resource Center

· Revolutionary Impact of the Interstate Highway in Arizona; consider construction of I-10 through Phoenix with Okemah Community and historic neighborhoods; view Terry Goddard https://historicalleague.org/projects/terry-goddard/ 

· Revolutionary Impact of the Green Book in the Grand Canyon State

· The Orphan Train Movement from New York to Morenci and Clifton – 40 Catholic orphaned children kidnapped from Morenci Catholic families in 1904 

· Tuberculosis sanatoriums and preventoriums in Tucson and Sunnyslope in the early twentieth century, Journal of Arizona History

· The Six Triple Eight; 104-year-old WWII veteran Major Fanny Griffin McClendon, the last surviving member of the legendary 6888th, lives in Tempe.

· Sante Fe Railroad-- Revolution in tourism to the West
-  Campaigns to romanticize the West and bring tourists. Changed the perception of the Grand Canyon from worthless chasm to scenic landscape. 
-  Hiring Fred Harvey to establish upscale dining and hotel accommodations along the rail lines, making travel more comfortable.
-  Created a market for Native American art including baskets, rugs, jewelry, pottery, and Katsinas.
· Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988
- Generates billions in revenue for tribes.
- Significant employment and economic opportunity.
-  Still much controversy over morality and ethics.
· Walter Bimson of Valley National Bank
- During the depression, Bimson thought outside the box regarding loans.
- Broke with conventional wisdom regarding loans.
- Made Valley National Bank a leader in Arizona.
· A number of Arizona women may qualify for this topic besides Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor:
- Francis Willard Munds--women’s suffrage—helped secure women’s right to vote in Arizona. First woman with a sculpture at Arizona Capitol in Wesley Bolin Plaza in 2024.
- Annie Dodge Wauneka—Navajo leader, helped to improve health on the reservation. Second woman to serve on the Navajo Tribal Council; encouraged Navajos to use Western medicine.
- Dolores Huerta—cofounder of United Farm Workers of American, advocate for social justice.
- Sarah Herring Sorin—First woman attorney admitted to the bar in the Arizona territory and first woman to argue before the Supreme court without a male attorney.
·  Reverend Warren Stewart’s fight for Martin Luther King Day in AZ. We are the only state that won a popular vote for the holiday. https://historicalleague.org/projects/warren-h-stewart-sr/ 

· Japanese Incarceration in World War II Arizona, Journal Arizona History, Autumn, 2025, Volume 66, Number 2; - see William “Bill” Masao Kajikawa’s oral history at https://historicalleague.org/projects/william-bill-masao-kajikawa/; his wife’s parents were incarcerated at Santa Anita Racetrack while three sons and a son-in-law were fighting for the USA in WWII. Two sons were killed and the third son was sent home because of the tragedy.

· Chandler Farmworkers during the Great Depression; research Dorothea Lange’s Chandler photojournalism projects conducted through the Farm Security Administration from 1937-1940; view Chandler History Museum

· Homesteading in Arizona 1870-1942; online search reveals barbed wire arrived in Arizona in 1875, revolutionizing the territory’s cattle industry by enabling ranchers to control and separate herds, transforming open-range ranching into a more enclosed and profitable business. Its advent led to increased conflicts between ranchers, homesteaders, and cattlemen over land use and access, sparking range wars in the mid-1880s. Eventually, barbed wire came to be used by all groups, solidifying its crucial role in the development of Arizona cattle industry and in defining property boundaries. Consider Washburn and Moen of Worcester, Massachusetts.

· Hopi Silvercraft Cooperative Guild - Following World War II, the U.S. government provided assistance for Hopi males to train in silversmithing through the G.I. Bill. The program was spearheaded by Hopi artists Fred Kabotie and Paul Saufkie, Sr., and led to the formation of the Hopi Silvercraft Cooperative Guild in 1949.


Other suggested topics relating to 2026 NHD theme Revolution, Reaction, and Reform in History (Not related to Arizona)

· Black Panthers

· Discovery of Insulin in 1922 reversed the diabetes death sentence
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